Glomerular tubular balance in preterm and fullterm infants.
The development of glomerular and tubular function was studied in preterm and fullterm infants of varying gestational and postnatal age. The results indicate that glomerular functional development precedes tubular functional development until the 34th postmenstrual week. After the 34th week the tubular transport capacity seems to be more vulnerable than the glomerular filtration rate in states of disease. The release of a postulated renal vasoconstriction could account for the rapid changes in renal function after birth. The purpose of such a vasoconstriction could be to protect the tubules from an overload.